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After construction is complete, not 
only will drivers see better traffic 
movement and less standstill, they 
will also be able to rely on a newly 
reconstructed interchange that 
can withstand heavy rains.
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Over the years, the Jane Byrne Interchange and adjacent 
expressways have experienced flooding that creates an 
unsafe condition and significant congestion.

No more. As part of the improvements, construction crews 
are installing an underground storage tank to provide 
improved stormwater detention storage. But this isn’t your 
average, everyday task. There are several factors that 
make this installation unique to Chicago and the Jane 
Byrne Interchange itself. 
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If you’ve driven along I-90/94 in the last 
month or so, just south of the interchange, 
you’ve likely seen a giant hole in the ground 
and wondered what construction crews 
are up to. This is where an underground 
storage tank is being installed. It sits below 
the surface, around 30 feet underground, 
between the southbound and northbound 
lanes. This particular location and the fact 
that IDOT rarely, if ever, gets to install these 
huge underground tanks, makes this aspect 
of the project one for the books.
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Closures on the Jane 
Byrne Interchange 

due to flooding
– Chicago Sun-Times

LOCATION

https://youtu.be/FX6KWHMlZwM
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RENDERING BY STORMTRAP

BELOW THE 
SURFACE:
Once assembled, the system will look similar to the 
rendering above. Above the system will be the 
reconstructed Accident Investigation Site (AIS) and is 
designed for vehicles to be parked on top of it. You 
won’t see the detention structure once installation is 
finished, but it’s what you won’t see that matters most. 
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WATCH

https://www.janebyrneinterchange.org/gallery/album.aspx?album_id=22
https://youtu.be/qetByXthFqU
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• The system consists of 276 
precast tank segments, 
allowing for off-site fabrication 
and a quick and efficient 
installation

• Two segments stack together 
to form one module measuring 
14’ tall, 15’ long, and 8’ wide

• The tank completely 
assembled will measure 14’ 
tall, 310’ long, and 64’ wide. 
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• Provides major drainage 
improvement

• Gives an additional 1.5 million 
gallons of underground 
stormwater detention (more 
than two Olympic swimming 
pools)

• Alleviates flooding within the 
interchange as well as the 
adjacent expressways

• Produces less silt build-up 
during lower frequency 
storms that require constant 
maintenance and cleaning

T H E  B E N E F I T S :

T H E  S T R U C T U R E :

• The tank is set almost 30 feet below the surface and ties 
into the existing main sewer  

• The system will lower the overall storm sewer system’s 
hydraulic grade line which will reduce pavement flooding 
issues that have occurred in the past

• The site requires a robust soil retention system to allow for 
the deep excavation immediately adjacent to live traffic 
lanes and near the Cermak Pumping Station and will 
remain in-place after construction completion

T H E  S I T E :
WATCH

VIEW MORE  PHOTOS

https://www.janebyrneinterchange.org/gallery/album.aspx?album_id=22
https://youtu.be/MINN_aLgIoY


This stormwater detention 
facility will continue to 
benefit the interchange and 
surrounding areas for years 
and years to come. 
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